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The PREUSIDENT took the Chair at 1.30
pan., and read prayers,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Presentation.

The PRESIIDEXT : T desire to report that
this morning 1 waited on His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Giovernor and presented to him
the .Addvess-in-reply, to which His Excel-
leney has heen plensed to make the follow-
ing answer:- -
and hon. members of the
Legislative Counvil, T thank you for vour ex-
pressions of |0".-l“‘\ to His Most Gracious
Majesty the King, and for your Address-in-
roply to the Spoecch with w hich T npened Par-

liament, (8gd.} J. A. Northmore, Lieut.-
Gavernor.

Ar. DPresulent

LEGISLATIVE CQUNCIL CENTENARY.
Adddress to His Majesty.

The PRESIDEXNT: T have to report that
this morninz I waited on His Excelleney
the Licutenant-{iovernor and presented to
him the Address agreed to by this Chamber,
to His Majesty the King in reply to His
Majesty's Message, informing the Couneil
of His Majestv’s interest in the eelebration
of the first eentenary of the first meeting
of the ¢ouncil and eonveying his congratu-
lations. Hix Excelleney said he would have
pleasure in conveying the address to His
Majesty.
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QUESTION—-UNEMPLOYED BOYS.
Vocational Truining in Farming.

Hen. A, THOMSON asked the Chiet
Seervtary: 1, In view of the great ditirulty
conlronting parents in linding avenues of
emplevinent for their would it not
e pos-itde for an average number ol 20
thuuht on ench of the seven
State tarms, Norrogin Azricaltural Colleze,
and Muresk College, which would provide
an avenue of cmployment far 180 hoys? 2,
Will the Govertmment wive this matter seri-
ons consideration, and thus provide voea-
tienal lraiving in farming ?

The CIIITEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
The sngrestion ax tar as the -even experi-
ment farms are cobcerneld hos already  re-
veived consideration, but is not considered
practicable. 2, Rewarding Muresk College
and Narrogin School of Agriculture, (iftv
bovs at the Former and fifty-six at the lat-
ter are at the preveni time reeeiving voea-
tinnal training.

<078,

Loy~ to In

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, FREIGHEHTS
ON MINING SUPPLIES,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, What 15 the freight charged
per ton per wite for crude oil from Gerald-
ton to the mines at Wiluna? 2, On what
date was the rate fixed? 3, What is the
fretehit charged on erude oil from Fremantle
to the mines at Kalgoorlie! 4, On what
date was the rate fixed? 5, What is the
freight on coal per ton per mile from Ger-
aldton to Wiluna for use on the wines? G,
What is the freizlt on coal per ton per mile
From Collic to IWalzomlie for
mines!

use on the
7. Is there any special vate on coal
for the n=e of the wine< st Wiluna or at
Kalgoorlie to encourage the use of eoal ?

The CHIEEF SECKETARY replied: 1,
1lad. 2, JFane, 1928, 3, 78s. 2d. per ton.
4, March, 1911, bur there have been several
minor ineveases sinee that date. 5, .86d.,
including rate for portion of line under con-
struction. 6, .74l 7, The rate now in ope-
ration 3= a special one, and apart from
superphusphates and wheat, is the lowest.
See pace 72 of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways Annual Repmt,
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MOTION—MINES REGULATION AOT.
To Disallow Regulations.

Debate resumed from the 27th September
on the following motion by Hon, J. Nichol-
soni—

That the additions and amendimnents to regu-
lations under the Mines Regulation Act, 1906,
published in the ‘'Government Gazette’® on
the 27th May, 1932, and numbered 1529/17
and 1010/30, and Iaid on the Table of the

i{ouse on the 16th August, 1932, be and are
hereby disallowed.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan—
in reply) [4.40]: Since my motion was pre-
viously discussed, the Chief Secrefary,
reeognising the nced that had been urged
for certain of the reguiations to specify the
particular mine or mrines to which these re-
ferred, mentioned that should the motion bhe
withdrawn he would give an assnranee that
new regulations wounld be framed, which
wouldt specify the mine or mines to whieh
they wonld apply. I moved the adjournment
of the debate two days ago because I real-
ised there was obviously need for some-
thing further. That particularly refer-
red to the regulation that deals with
blasting. No provision was made in the
regulation placed on the Table of the House
allowing the earrying on of blasting opera.
tions after midnight unimpeded and without
heing subject to the restrictions at present
embodied in the regulation. At present it
provides that blasting shall be carried oul
at certain stated hours only—noon, 4 p.m.
and 8 p.m. The object was to provide an
oppoctunity to clear the workings, as far as
possible, of the fumes that arise from blast-
ing operations. Ordinary work ceases on
some mines during the nighi-time, The only
men emploved there after midnight are those
angaged in hlasting solely. Thus the regu-
lation dealing with blasting required amend-
ment. For that reason I moved the ad-
journment of the debate. Sinee then the
Minister has shown me a new regulation that
is to he introdueed at once, and that regula-
tion will get over the difficulty by amending
the provisions of the existing regulation. In
view of that fact and the assurance given by
the Minister, who, I feel, has sought to meci
the objections I raised, which hon, members
will realise were fully justified, I shall ask
lerve to withdraw the motion. Before form-

[COUNCIL.]

ally doing so, T wish to refer to one observa-
tion by Mr. Fraser when he discussed this
matter. He alluded to the fact that it was
left to me, a representative of the Metro-
politan Provinee, to deal with a matter
affecting the mining industry, whereas there
were in this Chamber representatives of pro.
vinees where mining operations are earried
out.

Hon. C. B. Williams: It was rather sig-
nificant.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It was neither
significant nor is it improper for any men-
ber representing any provinee to submit a
motion dealing with any subject he considers
necessary. It is the duty of every member
to do that which he may be ealled upon to
do for his constituents, if he considers him-
self justified in doing so.

Hon. G. Fraser: I did not suggest there
was anything improper in your action.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: I am perfectly
Jjustified in calling attention to Mr. Fraser's
observation, and I assure that hon. member
that in future I shall act as my conscience
dictates and not merely becaunse I may be u
metropolitan member; nor will T ever take
exception to an action taken by another
mcmbey, although that aetion may relate to
something affeeting thy provinee I represent.

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order! Had M.
Fraser implied that there was anything im-
proper in your action, I would at once have
called him to order. I am perfectly certain
1f was nob the intention of Mr. Fraser to do
so, and I do not think be used the word “imn-
proper.’’ T feel sure that the House did net
take the remark in the way the hon. member
has done.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Thank you for
that assurance, Mr. President, which is
borne ont by the interjection made by Mr.
Fraser. I &id not mean to say that M.
Fraser imputed anything improper to me:
he 1s too much of a gentleman to do that.
The strength of my remark lies in my cou-
tention that every member has a right to
bring forward any matter affecting any dis-
triet. If Mr. Williams brought forward any
matter velating to the Metropolitan Pro-
vince, he would be quite within his rights.
I now ask leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,
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BILLS (3)-—-THIRD READING.

1, State Trading Concerns Aet Amend-
ment (No. 2).
Transmitted to the Assembly.
2, Main lioads Act Amendment.
3, Closed Roads Alicnation,
Passed.

BILL—GOVERNMENT FERRIES.
Recommittal.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, Bill re-
committed for the further consideraiion of
Clause 15.

In Committee.

1lon. J. Nieholson in the Chair: the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 16—Receipts and expenditure:

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: 1 move an amend-
ment—

That the following provise be added to Sub-
clause (1):—‘Provided that the Commis.
sioner may, at the end of each financial year,
deduct from the monevs anforesaid sueh
amount (not exceeding five per centum) as
he shall deem it reasonable to deduet for
depreciation of the assets amd property used
for the purposcs of this Aet, and such amount
shall be paid to the Treaswrer and used to
reduce the liability on capital aceount of the
Commissioner to the State Government in
respect of Government Ferries, ™’

As the Commissioner for Railways is tak-
ing control of the State Ferries, I desire to
prevent a continuation of the anomaly exist-
ing in the Railway Departmeni. Assume
that the ferry steamer ‘‘Perth?’ were de-
stroyed by fire.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: No such Juck.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: The loss would be
a permanent charge against the ferries.

Hon. E. H. Harris: To what fund would
the insurance he credited?

Hon. A. THOMSON : My conlention may
also be illustrated by the fact that last year
the Fremantle Harbour Trust made 2 profit
of £121,225. which was paid into Consoli-
dated Revenue, and £65,000 was taken out
of Joan fund for improvements, I want
to see the ferries run on the lines of a pri-
vate husiness. If thex show a snbstantial
profit, a reasonable amount should he
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allowed for depreviation, The amendment
represents an endeavour to put the finances
on a proper basis.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The amend.-
ment is likely to have a far-reaching effeet.
I should prefer to see it on the Notice Paper,
and therefore will move to report progress.

Progress reported.

BILL—CATTLE TRESPASS, FENCING
AND IMPOUNDING ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Recommittal.

On motion by Hon. A, Thomsen, Bill re-
committed for the further eonsiderntion of
Clausge 2,

In Comamnittee.

Hon. J. Nicholson in the Chair; the Chiet
Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Amendment of Secfion 30 of
principal Act:

Hon. A. THOMSON: After eonsultation
with enc or two other members T was en-
trusted with the duty of submitting an
amendment to Clause 2. T move—

That the following paragraph be added to
siand as paragraph {¢):—‘A fenee, consist-
ing of a combination of wire nctting and
ordinary wire, previded it is of a substantial
nature with the top wire at least three feet
six inches in height above the pround, with
posts or standards net more than twelve fect
from cach other, with straining posts not
more than three handred yards apart.

It is felt that the inclusion of this para-
graph will more clearly indieate the inten-
tion of Parliament.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have no
objection to the amendment. which may
clarify the position. Personally T think the
Aet 15 quite clear as to what is meant by
a substantial fence. However, there will
be no harm in including the amendment,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Bill agnin reported with an amendment.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.
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RESOLUTION—STATE FORESTS,

T'o Revoke Dedication.

Mesgsage from the Assembly received and
read, requesting coneurrence in the follow-
ing vesolution:—

That the proposal for the partial revocation
ot State Forests Nos. 4, 7, L4, 13, 17, 20, 21,
22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 2§, 29, 30, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38,
and 39 Jaid upon the Table of the Legislative
Agsembly by command of His Exeellency the
Lieut.-Governor and  Adwinistrater on the
30th Awgust, 1932, he earried out.

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (llon. C. I
Baxter—Bast) [5.12] in moving the second
reading said: The object of the Bill is to
assist the condensed milk and milk products
—other than butter—indusiry., A factory
has recently been established at Waroon:
and, as at the present time, the ndustry
has no industrial award under the provi-
sions of the Industrial Arbifration Aect, it
has to work under the provisions of the Fac-
tories and Shops Act, Section 37 of the Act
sets out the manner and extent to which the
ordinary working hours of employees in n
factory may be extended, and provides for
the payrient of penalty rates for all over-
time worked. It does not restrict the
amount of overtime which may bhe workel
by male workers who are over 16 years of
age. The amount of overtime which may
be worked by women and by hoys under
16 years of age is, however, restricted and
15 not permissible for more than two howrs
in any day, or more than two days in any
week, or on two consecutive days, or on
more than 52 days in any year and nof on
any holiday or half-holiday. The proposed
amendment fo Section 32 will permit of
women and boys being employed on over-
time in excess of the periods just quoted,
in condensed milk factories, during the flush
period from Ist September to ist Febru-
ary, but they will not he permitted to work
more than two lours overtime on any one
day, nor on more than 52 days in a yeav.
This amendment is necegsary in view of the
fact that the production of condensed milk
is a seasonal process. During the period
from September to January the production
of milk is mueh heavier than for the re-
maining seven months of the year. Milk is

[COUNCIL.]

a product that is distinctly liable to con-
tomination and  detervioration if kept for
any length of time, and to allow for tha
marketing of a produet of high quality the
utmost cave must he taken to see that fresh
milk is proeessed and packed with the least
possible delay. For that reason it is elaimed
that the actual process work of these fae-
tories must he earried ont on seven davs
of the weelk. Work is not earvied out on
Sundays o the filling and packing depart-
ments, where women and givls ave mostly
employed. but the processed milk that has
accumnlated during the week end must be
dealt with at the earliest possible momeunt,
and it is claimed that in the flush season it
is necessary to work additional hours in
this department to cope with the quantity
of milk to he packed and to allow as short
n time as possible to elapse hetween pro-
cossing and paeking. In order to promote
the sueeess of thix industry it is considered
advisable to grant it the same privileges as
are already given to other seasonal in-
dustries mentioned in the Third Schedule.
Tn times such as these a young industry
must not bhe needlessly hampered, but must
be encouraged in every way, provided the
workers in that industry ave protected from
victimisation or exploitation. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. W. H. Kitson, de-
hate adjourned.

BILL—SWAN LAND REVESTING.
Serand Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. I
Baxter—Kast} [3.17] in moving the second
reading said: The purpose of the Bill is to
revest in His JMajesty the King certain land
sitnate within the Swan road distriet. The
land referred to is shown on the plan which
[ now lay on the Tahle of the House. This
land is recorded in fee simple in the name of
Richard Edwards in the Lands Fitles Ofiice,
hut there are reeovds in the hands of the
Crown showing that in 1846 the smd Richard
Edwards surrendered sueh land to fhe
Crown. Tn 188% an heir-at-law of the said
Riehard Edwards made applcation to bring
certain portions of Loeation El under the
provisions of the Transfer of Land Aet then
in foree, bnt he did not include the Jand
dealt with in the Bill; thus indicating that
it was kunown to such heir-at-law that at the
death of the said Richard Edwards the land
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in yuestion did not form part of the estate
of Lhe deceased.

Hen. J. Nicholson: Which year was that!?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: [In 1834
Neither his executors nor his leirs-at-law
lave subzequently claimel or exereised any
proprietary interest in the said land, which
for many vears has been shown in the re-
cord= and on the plans of the Lands and
Survevs Department as a common. It ix
unfurtunate that at the time the land was
declared a common steps were nof taken to
revest it in the Crown. The exectors of
the said Richard Edwards are, of course,
not now availahle to execute a fresh surren-
der 1o the (rown, and eonsequently the only
way in which the land can he revested in
the Crown so as to perfeet the Crown’s title
3 by an Aet of Parliament. The only per-
sons who can possibly be affected by such
an Aet of Parliament wonld be the heirs-al-
Jaw of Richard Edwards, deceased, and in-
asmueh as they have never elaimed to have
any proprietary interest in the land, hut on
the contrary in 1884 impliedly acknowledged
that they had no such propriciary interest,
it seems reasonably eertain that sueh heirs-
at-law, if any still exist, would not be likely
tu instigate any oppusition to the legislation
which 1 now submit. 1t will be noticed that
the Bill provides that the Aect shall come
inio operation on a date to he fixed hy pro-
clamation not earlier than three months after
the date of assent to the Aet. The object
of this is that any person claiming an estalz
in the land shall have suflicient time to es-
tablish his or ler claim to the satisfaelion
of the Government, in which case, of course,
the Act need not be prociaimed at all. The
houndaries of the land dealt with in the Bill
have heen recently defined hy survey, with
due regard to the interests of adjoining
hiolders. The object of the Bill iz to revest
this land in the Crown freed and discharged
from any elaim or demand of any person
whomsoever, and thereby to legally complete
ihe surrender to the Crown executed by the
said [iehard Edwards, deceased, in 1846,
I move—

Thut the Bill be now read o sivcond time.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (JMetropalitan)
[5.21]: While I have no desire to offer
strong opposition to the Bill, in view of the
cxplanation given by the Minister T feel it is
necessary that before finally agreeing fo the
measure we should have hefore us sonwe

(51

further evidence that the descendants of
Richard Fdwards have no real claim to the
land. The proposal is te vest in the Crown
land which apparently was in the right of
Richard Edwarids manv vears ago. Tha
Crown say they have certain evidence. But
we do not know what that evidenece ix, an'l
so we are asked to ro on the statement that
fhere are records. We have not those record-«
hefore 1=,

The Chief Secvetary: Yon cannot doubt
the statement.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN : No, of rourse not,
hat it we had those records we eonld judge
whether or not we shonld pass the Bill. Let
me put a caxe that should appeal to mem-
hers, Suppose the grandfather of any of us
here L} owirent n piece of land many vears
ago, when some correspondence took place
hetween the governmental authorities and
thi= progenitor of ours., That land was ia
the poscession of the supposititious grand-
father many yenrs ngo, but his deseendants
may net have taken the trowble to make
searclies exsential to the tracing of the
ownership of the land. For example, thesc
lands were granted originally in 1838, We
can assume that it was nnder the old systema
and was never bronght under the provisions
of the Transfer of Land Aet. If =o, it is
also rensonable to assume that the deseend-
ants of Richard Edwards way oniv have
made a search in respect of land under the
Transfer of Land Act, and may nrever have
made n =carel on the old sy<iem register.
If that is =0, it might be fouud that what-
vver steps the relatives of Richard Edwards
took at some time or other tu deal with
another portion of the land, it might h>
found that that other portion was nnder the
Transfer of Land Act, not under the ald
system.  So it is incumbent upon us as a
Legislature, before we seek to divest from
anyhody the right of ownership in any pro-
perty, to see the records and have them lail
o the Table. Tt scemns to me an invasion
of the rights of the individual for the Gov-
ernment to put forward a measure such as
this, arrocating and elaiming amd eranting
to the Crown, land which vears avoe wn-
alienated and vested in an individual. Then
nothing has heen said as to whether or no:
Richard Fdwards at any time paid the rates
on this land, or whether his descendants have
done s0. Nor has anvthing hcen said as to
whether the rates and taxes have not heen
paid. If they have not been paid, there is
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a simple vemedy under the Almicipalitios
Act or the Rond Distriets Aet—aecording fo
where the lTand may he—the remedy being
for the land to be sold by the loeal au-
thority.  Probably if the Tand was not of
much value it could have been bought in by
the Government at next to nothing., In any
event, if the land had heen put np for sale
hy the road Loard or municipality an oppor-
tunity would have heen afforded to give a
good title to the purchaser. But no mention
15 made of the rates and taxes, and I do not
think we as a legislative body would he jus-
tified in passing the Bill withont the fullest
investigation,
the statements made by the Minister, but I
wish him and the members of his Govera-
ment to appreciate that we have a responsi-
hility as individual members to inquire into
these things before we pass a Bill that would
divest those people of their rights.

Hon. G. Fraser: They would not have
much left by the time they paid land tax
and all other rates and taxes.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If the rates and
taxes have accumulated it would be very
simple to have the matter dealt ivith mn that
way. By the simple expedient of an et
of Parlinment, we are asked to rvevest this
Lout in the Crown witheut having an op-
purtunity thoreughly to examine the matter.
For thai peason T wounkld he inclined at this
stage to oppose the second reading, 1 hope
the Leader of the House will give us an
opportunity to look inlo the matter and in-
vestigate the records, so that we can satisfy
ourselves hefore determining whether the
B3ill shall pass into law or not.

THE CHIEF SECHETARY (Hon. C. T
Baxter—Bast—in reply) [5.31]: Appar-
ently Mr. Nicholson has not grasped the full
meaning of this Bill. Some 86 ryeurs ago
Richard Fdwards surrendered a pareel of
land. The records are now in the possession
of the Government.

Hon. .J. Nicholson: Let us sce them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Let not the
how. member he impatient. Fver since that
date, the land has heen held us a common.
Had any elpim heen fortheoming, it would
have heen made long ago. Unfortunately
through an oversight, the land was not re-
vested in the Crown. Some 48 vears ago,
when Edwards had passed awav, no doubt,
there was some land adjoininz which the

I do not in any way discount -

[COUNCIL.]

heiv at law had brought under the existing
Act. Hadl anyoue possessed an inferest
in the land, it would- net have been
allowed to lie for all theze years. I do notf
think anything can come of hanging up the
Bill.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Allow i to
over until the next sitting.

The CHIEYF SKCRETARY: Why let a
Bill like this stand over when its meaning
is quite plain to evervbody? TWhat can be
resurrected after 86 years?

Hon, J. Nicholson: We are nsked to take
the responsibility of passing this Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If mem-
bers hang uwp Bills like this, we shall not
make much progress.

Hon. J. Nieholson: Someone ought to
move the adjournment of the debate.

The PRESIDENT: The veply of the
mover has closed the debate, and the ad-
journment of the debate eannot now he
moved.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: May I by way
of explanation ask the Leader of the House
it he will be good enough to let us sce the
papers hetween now and the next sitting.

Hon. J. Cornell: They are on the Table
nf the House,

stand

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second timne.

House adjourned at 5.35 p.m.




